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Guiding Principles

- LGA includes a public hearing process for zoning and OCP 

amendments

- Board can waive requirement for a public hearing on a zoning 

amendment

- Hearing provides an opportunity to any person to express 

opinion on the amendment to the decision makers

- Open and transparent

- Protect the public process (e.g. no new information after a 

hearing)



Legal Requirements

- Must be held after first reading and before third 

reading of the bylaw

- Must give notice in the newspaper (always) and by mail 

(if change to use or density and applies to fewer than 

10 properties)

- Obligation to provide notice is met if reasonable effort 

to mail was made (e.g. doesn’t have to be registered 

mail)

- Can require owner to post notice on property

- After the hearing, Board can adopt a bylaw without 

further notice





The Public Hearing

• The board delegates the public hearing and appoints a 

chair; delegates must report back to the board

• An agenda is provided before the hearing containing 

background information and any submissions received 

from the public

• The chair is provided with a script aligned with the agenda 

to make clear the process for the hearing

• Focus on listening and asking questions rather than 

debate



Public Participation Spectrum*

*IAP2 Spectrum: www.iap2canada.ca
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Beyond the Public Hearing

- Culture of education and information (e.g. every 

encounter planning staff has with a member of the 

public presents an opportunity)

- Go to the people

- Role of an APC


